
 

 

History of the Bulldog Club of America (BCA) Performance Hall of Fame (PHOF) 
 – by Bea Page 

 

For decades, renowned Bulldogger, Ed Scully, maintained databases of American Kennel Club (AKC) titled Bulldogs going back to the earliest days, 

and he freely shared the data he compiled with the public via the BCA website.  Sufficient appreciation cannot be doled out to Ed for his undying 

dedication, diligence and record keeping.  In more recent years, changes to the BCA website & protocols resulted in Ed’s databases being removed, 

and in his golden years, Ed expressed a desire to have someone else take over maintenance of the data for BCA.  Ed is no longer with us, but his 

legacy and good works live on.  Phil & Beth Handrick were asked by BCA to assume responsibility for the databases.  They have Ed’s original data 

and also receive monthly new titles reports from AKC and have assimilated the information into their own system.  Hopefully, the data will 

eventually be once again be available on the BCA website for public viewing.  In the meantime, I have created my own database that incorporates the 

records that Ed maintained thru 2013 and to which I have added subsequent years’ titles and keep current with monthly updates.  All the BCA 

Performance Hall of Fame awardees, along with voluminous other achievements, are posted on my website, so everyone interested can look, learn & 

enjoy.   www.WildwoodKuvaszBulldogs.com     
 

Around 1990-91, Ed Scully (along with Ruth Williams, who chaired the BCA Hall Of Fame committee back then) came up with the idea of giving 

Bulldog Club of America (BCA) recognition to Bulldogs that excelled in Obedience & Tracking – the only two AKC Companion Events in existence 

at the time.  The BCA’s Hall of Fame already had programs for Bulldog sires & dams who produced a specific number of champions, breeders who 

bred a specific number of champions, and individuals who made outstanding contributions to the BCA, but nothing had been put in place prior to Ed 

& Ruth’s proposal, for Bulldogs to receive HOF status based on exceptional non-conformation achievements.  In 1992, the BCA approved a Hall of 

Fame program for Bulldogs that had attained an Obedience Utility Dog (UD) title or a Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) title.  At that time, thirteen 

Bulldogs held UD titles and one held a TDX.  Because tracking fell under the auspices of obedience, the original program was referred to as the BCA 

Obedience Hall of Fame.  Ed kept a database of the Obedience HOF inductees that was part of the data that used to be on the BCA website, but little 

else was publicized in the initial years of the program, and few BCA members were even aware of its existence, to include later chairs/members of 

the Hall of Fame committee.      
 

In 2007, after becoming familiar with the BCA recognition program for Bulldogs that excelled in Obedience & Tracking, I explored the idea for 

BCA to add the sport of Agility to its Obedience Hall of Fame.  Agility had been implemented as a titling event by AKC in 1994.  By 2008, five 

BCA member-owned Bulldogs had titled at the Excellent level and deserved to be honored.  I contacted Carla Ehntholt, the current chair of BCA’s 

Hall of Fame committee.  Discussion ensued which included feedback from Betty Fisher (who writes the Train-A-Bulls column in The Bulldogger) 

and consultation with Ed Scully.  Betty & I sought input from members of an online Bulldog Performance Group and I then drafted and submitted a 

proposal to Carla for the 2008 BCA National Council meeting.  Performance Bulldoggers, Betty Studzinski and Kaler Howard, who attended the 

National Specialty that year, graciously agreed to avail themselves in person should the council need clarification of any elements of the proposal, 

and I was available by phone.  The BCA subsequently approved modifying the HOF program and changing its name from Obedience HOF to 

Companion Events Hall of Fame.  AKC’s Companion Events are comprised of the sports of Obedience, Tracking, Rally and Agility, so the name 

change reflected growth of the program to include an Agility category.  Other additions made during this revision were to expand the Tracking 

category by adding the newer Variable Surface Tracking (VST) title, and to create a plateau in Obedience for dogs that went on to a Utility Dog 

Excellent (UDX) title.  The minimum criteria established for induction into the newly established Companion Events HOF as of 2008 were: a UD 

title in AKC obedience, a TDX or VST title in AKC tracking, or any excellent level title in AKC agility (AX, AXJ, AXP, AJP, XF or XFP).  

Additional requirements set by BCA were AKC registration for the dog and BCA membership for the owner at the time of qualification.  Note: The 

HOF committee specified that dogs enrolled in AKC’s Purebred Alternative Listing (PAL) or Indefinite Listing Privilege (ILP) do not meet the 

BCA’s AKC registration requirement since these awards are reserved for dogs documented as purebred.  Once the new Companion Events Hall of 

Fame was in place, a new plaque was purchased by the HOF Committee (largely paid for by generous donations from Performance Bulldoggers). 
 

Time marched on with no changes until 2021 when I submitted a proposal that was approved to add the sports of Rally and Scent Work, along with 

more Plateaus.  Scent Work launched as an AKC titling program in 2017.  By mid-2021, four Bulldogs had titled at the Master level, so this 

relatively new sport with challenging upper levels was added to recognize Bulldogs with this level of excellence.  The official name of the program 

was changed to Performance Hall of Fame since Scent Work is not a Companion Event and the term “Performance” had come to be widely accepted 

as a label for sports other than Conformation.  Rally had heretofore not been included because titling criteria for the top level when Rally first started 

in 2005 was Excellent (RE) which was deemed to not be challenging enough to warrant Hall of Fame status.  However, in late 2017 AKC launched 

the Master class and Master title (more difficult than Excellent) and a new Rally Champion (RACH) title.  By early 2021, four Bulldogs had attained 

the RM title and two Bulldogs had attained the RACH title, so Rally was then welcomed into the Performance HOF but required high scores (above 

90) at the Master level for sufficient merit.  Two new plaques were purchased (again, largely paid for by generous donations from Performance 

Bulldoggers).  One plaque is for Inductees and the other plaque is for those who go on to higher achievements and reach the First & Second Plateaus.  

During this revision, the requirement for the dog to be BCA member-owned “at the time the achievement occurred” was changed to” at the time the 

HOF award is applied for”, to accommodate worthy dogs whose owners became members subsequent to the achievement.  Also added to eligibility 

criteria in keeping with the BCA’s commitment to the preservation of the purebred Bulldog: Dogs displaying disqualifying standard color faults are 

not eligible for HOF awards. 
 

Just as for the other HOF divisions, the HOF committee is tasked with verifying the eligibility of Performance HOF applicants each year, updating 

nameplates on the plaques, and displaying the plaques annually during National Specialty week.  Each year, at the BCA National Specialty awards 

banquet, new HOF Inductees and Plateau recipients are announced & presented with their commemorative certificates.  
 

Owners ore officially asked to apply for their awards with these deadlines:  

July 31st for a September National Show, August 31st for an October National Show, September 30th for a November National Show 

Because I track titles, and am aware of qualifiers, as a courtesy to BCA members, I inform the HOF Chair of eligible dogs each year on their behalf.   
 

  

 

Current Criteria 
 

OBEDIENCE 

Induction requirement to demonstrate Excellence: 

Utility Dog (UD) title 

1st Plateau: Utility Dog Excellent (UDX) title 

2nd Plateau: Utility Dog Excellent 2 (UDX2) title 
 

TRACKING 

Induction requirement to demonstrate Excellence: 

Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) or Variable Surface Tracking (VST) title 
 

AGILITY 

Induction requirement to demonstrate Excellence: 

Agility Excellent (AX) or Agility Excellent Preferred (AXP) or 

Agility Excellent Jumper (AXJ) or Agility Excellent Jumper Preferred (AJP) or  

Excellent FAST (XF) or Excellent FAST Preferred (XFP) 

1st Plateau: Two Excellent titles plus one Master title 

2nd Plateau: Agility Championship (MACH or PACH) title 
 

RALLY 

Induction requirement to demonstrate Excellence: 

Rally Master (RM) title plus 10 Master Scores >90 

1st Plateau: Rally Master 2 (RM2) title plus 11 Master Scores >90 

2nd Plateau: Rally Championship (RACH) title 
 

SCENT WORK 

Induction requirement to demonstrate Excellence: 

Scent Work Master (SWM) title 

1st Plateau: Scent Work Master Elite (SWME) title 

2nd Plateau: Scent Work Detective (SWD) title 
 

Inductees must be AKC registered (not ILP or PAL enrolled), must not have a disqualifying color fault 

per the AKC/BCA breed standard & must be owned by a BCA member at the time of application. 
 

http://www.wildwoodkuvaszbulldogs.com/


 

Huge appreciation to the following Bulldoggers for their generous donations in 2009 

for the purchase of the initial Performance Hall of Fame plaque: 
 

Betty Fisher, Jean Marie Hill, Tiew Honig, Kaler Howard, 

Ikuko Jones, Cheryl Knapp, Bea & Clay Page, Jane Pharr, Betty Studzinski, 

Melanie Trichler, Pat Wright 
 

& 
 

Huge appreciation to the following Bulldoggers for their generous donations 

used for the 2019 purchase of new plaques for the Performance Hall of Fame. 
 

Dr. Chelsie Bentz & Pat Bentz, Lucy Weber Hayes, Mrs. Jean Hetherington, 

Eydie Hoeppner, Tiew & Ron Honig, Ikuko Jones, Cheryl Knapp, Bea & Clay Page, Debbie Perkins,  

Susan & Charles Reighard, Betty Studinski, Dr. Dorothy Wysaski 

 

 

 

Here is a photocopy of an article written by Carla Ehntholt for the Sept 2009 issue of 

The Bulldogger in which she explains the BCA Hall of Fame programs as they existed at the time: 
 

 

 
 


